Text Complexity and the
Kansas Common Core Standards

Members of the KSDE Text Complexity Team




Materials

Electronic copies of all of today’s materials,
including the handouts and PowerPoint, are
available at the following URL:

www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4778#TextRes
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Kansas 7\
Educat\io_n ;

—


http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4778
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Activity #1

Ripe Figs

As a small group, read
“Ripe Figs” and answer
the three questions
provided at the bottom
of the page...

Bape Fims

Mamoo-Nadmine mid fhat whes the figs were ripe BEabetie mizhi go fo visit
by commins dowa oo Bayow-Lafomrche, whes the mosx @or gows. Not dat the
ripeming of fizs had the Jeast thing to do with 71, bt et & the way Maman-Naimine
was

It pramind i Babese a very Jong time o wadt; for the Jaaes mpon the ez
ware fander yai, and fhe Fox were B Hile ford, green morbiax

Bt wanm rados came along and pleaty of g serdvine; and thongh
Mamao-Nadmine was as patient 2 the sate ofl Madoos, and Babete ax recflex
2 bememing-ind, the firnt thing they both koew it was bot semmes-time. Every day
Bahetie danced ont to where the fiz-trees weee in 2 Joog Hoe agaios the fance. She
walbed glomhy hansath them, carefally presing hetmean the pradsd, oprmding
tranches B each time she came discommolaie aeray again. Wiee she sawr dhere
Firathy was soome fhing thai made her sing and dance the whods day Jons

Whes Mamao-Nadmine @i down in ber shately waw 1o breaifen, the
following morning, her smechn cap sanding Hive an amreole abom ber whie, placid
face, Bahetie approached. She hoee a dadnty poroetadn platier, which she st down
T fivere e godbmodher Tt comined 2 dosea proeple Fizx, Fringed asomnd with thedr
rich, graan laaves

“Ah " i Masman-Nadmine asching b epehrows, “how arky the fox ave
ripamad s pear!”

"Oh," mid Bahetie, “T think they bave ripened very hie™

‘Babetie,” continped Mamas-Naimine, as she poeled the very phempest fizs
with her podmed sitvesr foui-Ionife, “yon will canry o Jove 1o them all down oo
Bayon-Lafomnche. And sl vomr Tame Frosins I sl ook fior her 28 Tomeosm—
when the chrmathenmeme ans 30 hioom

Caa scale of 190 10, bow would vom rase the overall commplexity of s o]

That featmres of this tea soppon vour ratiog of i complexin?

Atwhat grade Jove] might this text be appropriate for imsnection? Why'?

)




Discussion

* On ascale of 1to 10, how would you rate the
overall complexity of this text?

 What features of this text support your rating
of its complexity?

At what grade level might this text be
appropriate for instruction? Why?




CCSS Text Complexity Model

Text complexity is defined by:

Quantitative measures — readability and
other scores of text complexity often best
measured by computer software.

Qualitative measures — levels of meaning,
structure, language conventionality and
clarity, and knowledge demands often best
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measured by an attentive human reader. S

)

Reader and Task considerations —
background knowledge of reader, motivation,
interests, and complexity generated by tasks
assigned often best made by educators
employing their professional judgment.



CCSS Text Complexity Model

Text Complexity
Grade Bands
K-1
2-3

4-5
6-8
9-10
11-CCR

,
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Areas of Emphasis for Instruction

. Building knowledge through a balance of
literary and informational texts

. Reading, writing, and discussion grounded in
evidence from text

. Regular practice (“productive struggle”) with
complex text and its academic vocabulary




How Do We Address This Gap?

A Visual Representationof the Range and Complexity of Text in
the Existing Core Compared to the Common Core®
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Why Should We Worry about This Gap?




Where Do We Find Texts in the
Appropriate Text Complexity Band?

We could....
Choose an excerpt of text Use available resources
from Appendix B: to determine the text
complexity of other
materials on our own.
or...

@

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR

English Language Arts
&
Literacy in

History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects

uuuuuuuuu
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Determining Text Complexity

A Four-step Process:

. Determine the quantitative
measures of the text.

. Analyze the qualitative measures
of the text.

. Reflect upon the reader and task
considerations.

. Recommend placement in the
appropriate text complexity band.



Step 1. Quantitative Measures

Measures such as:
* Word length
* Word frequency
* Word difficulty
* Sentence length
* Text length
e Text cohesion
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Reader and Task



Step 1: Quantitative Measures 4

The Quantitative Measures
Ranges for Text Complexity:
This document outlines the
suggested ranges for each of
the text complexity bands
using:

®

LEXILE

1. Lexile Text Measures

---Or---

2. ATOS Book Levels
(Accelerated Reader)

Reader and Task

o Kansas Common Core Standards
& Quantitative Measures Ranges for
& Text Complexity Grade Bands

Reader and Task

Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Book Level Range**

K-1 100L- 500L* 1.0-2.5
2-3 450L-790L 2.0-4.0
4-5 770L-280L 3.0-5.7
6-8 955L-1155L 4.0-8.0
9-10 1080L—-1305L 4.6—10.0
11-CCR 1215L-1355L 48-12.0

* The K-1 suggested Lexile range was not identified by the Common Core State Standards and was added by Kansas.

** Taken from Accelerated Reader and the Common Core State Standards, available at the following URL:
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004572117 GKCA46B. pdf

Accelerated

;:5{':‘f.|rv|-‘-'_r
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Step 1: Quantitative Measures

Find a Book

www lexile.comfindabooks

Allows userto search for published
books in the database by title,
author, keywords, or ISBN to find 3
Lexile maasure,

Lexile Analyzer

www lexile.com/anahzer!

Allows user to receive an “estimated™
Lexile measure for text notin the Find a
Book database by copying and pasting
text into the analyzer, Free registration is required. Accommodstes
texts up to 1000 words in length. Longer texts can be analyzed by
upgrading tothe Professional Lexile Analyzer—educators can
upgrade to this tool for free by requesting access at the following
URL: www.lexile com/sccount/profile/scoess/

ATOS Book Level (Accelerated Reader)

AR BookFinder
www.arbookfind com
Allows userto search for published

books in the datshase by author, title,
o topic to find 3 ATOS Book Lavel

The ATOS Analyzer

www renlearn.comvar/overview'atos!

Allows userto receive an ATOS Book m

Level for text not in the AR
BookFinder database by uploading
an electionic file or copying and
pasting text dirzctly. No registration is
required. User can submit fulltext or
three 150-word samples and an
estimated fulltext word count.

Coh-Metrix Easability Tool. University of Memphis
Beta site available at:
hitp:/f141.225.42. 101/cohmetrixgates/Home. aspx?Login=1

Degrees of Reading Power: DRP Analyzer—
Questar Assessment, Inc.

www questarai.com (Contact infogquestarai com or 1-845-277-1600
with requests for DRF Text Analysis Services),

Pearson Reading Maturity—Pearson Knowledge
Technologies

Beta siteavailable at: ww.resdingmaturity.com

REAP—Carnegie Mellon University

waw.reap.cs.cmu.edul

SourceRater Educators Testing Service

Btz siteavsilable at: hitp://nasptba =t

Readability Formulas

The Flesch Reading Ease Readability Formula
Readability Ease = 206,535 — (1.015 x aversge sentence length) -
(B4.6 x average syllable per word).

The higher the number, the sasier the passage: 50-100, very sasy
and 0-25, very confusing

The Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level Readability Formula
Flesch-Kincaid Reading Age = (0.39 x average sentencelength) +
{11.8 x average syllabie per word) - 15.59

The scone is given 35 3 grade level equivalent - 3 score of 3.4 would
be 5" grade. Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level Readabiiity Formuls is buil
into the MS-Weord application.

Gunning's Fop Index (o FOG) Readability Formula
The FOG formuls takes into consideration (1} the total number of
wonds, (2) the number cfwords of three or mere syliables, and (3) the
total number of sentences.

Grade Leval= 0.4 [Average Sentence Length + Percantage of Hard
Words).

Hard words are defined a5 words with thres or more syliables

The Dale-Chall Readability Formula

Raw Score = 0.1 Percentage of Difficult Words + 0.0456 Average
‘Sentence Length in words + 3.6365

Raw scores convert to grade levels with scores 5.010 5.9= Grades §
—6and 3.0t0 89=Grades 11-12

Difficult words are words that do not appear on the Chall word list of
over 3000 familiar words

Resources for Accessing
Quantitative Measures of Text

Quick handout documenting the
availability of resources. Including:

* Lexile

e ATOS book level

e Additional measures
* Readability formulas



Step 1: Quantitative Measures

Let’s imagine we want to see where a text falls on the
guantitative measures “leg” of the text complexity triangle,
using either the Lexile text measures or the ATOS book level

(or both).

TO KILL A

For illustrative purposes, let’s MOCkmeu-d
choose Harper Lee’s 1960 novel ﬁ}?“'”’?’f‘ DGR

>, .
\’Q n 1, =i
N UV AA %,f

To Kill a Mockingbird. 7 :/i,,u

,a S

HARPER LEE



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mockingbirdfirst.JPG

Step 1: Quantitative Measures

Finding a Lexile Measure for Text: http://www.lexile.com/findabook/

» Quick Book Search:

LEXILE The Lexile’ Framework for Reading

Put am exact title or author in quotes [ex: "new moon")

About Lexile Measures Using Lexile Measures Commeon Core Lexile Tools Lexile Training

Find the Right Book for You!

Enter your Lexile measure, select your interests, and find books you'd like to read!

Looking for Spanish books?

Fledge fo read some great books this summer!

Submit your Summer Reading Pledge Fin d d BOU‘I(

Step 1: Enter Lexile Measure or Grade

My Lexile measure is | don't know my Lexile measure

Lexile Measure: My Current Grade is:

L m Kindergarten k4

@) | find the books | read for school difficult.
) | find the books | read for school just right.
L to L ) | find the books | read for school easy.

Lexile Range:


http://www.lexile.com/findabook/

Step 1: Quantitative Measures

ol Quick Book Search:
LEXILE The Lexile® Framework for Reading To Kill a Mockingbird N
Put an exact fitle or author in g gw moon™)

About Lexile Measures Using Lexile Measures Commen Core Lexile Tools Lexile Training

Find the Right Book for You!

Enter your Lexile measure, select your interests, and find books you'd like to read!

Looking for Spanish books?

Pledge to read some great books this summerl

Submit your Summer Reading Pledge Fin d d BOO‘k

Step 1: Enter Lexile Measure or Grade

My Lexile measure is | don't know my Lexile measure

Lexile Measure: My Current Grade is:

L m Kindergarten ¥

©) | find the books | read for school difficult.
2 | find the books | read for school just right.
L to L 2 | find the books | read for school easy.

Lexile Range:



Step 1: Quantitative Measures /

Reader and Task

5 available books results per page 20 ¥ oo by Search Relevance ¥ Search DptiDrIS
To Kill a Mockingbird ey S Age Range
by: Lee, Harper 5 WorldCat BARNES - NOBLE
The unforgettable novel ood in a ' ' [ ] ]
sleepy Southern town an 4 1LIKEIT Age(s): D to Adult

conscience ...

Create a Mew Reading List Lexile Filter

- Bages: 384
@ ISBN13: 9730446310789 . .

Lexile range: BR to 1700L

Understanding to Kill 2 Mockingbird

TOWLLA by Johnson Claudia D. & WorldCat BARNES - NOBLE o —
MOCKINGBIRD | Tg Kill 2 Mockingbird is a novel of such ' : Bibliographic Filters
. rofound power that it has affected the ... . : " )
..EE: p p O ::‘;‘;E: 4 1LIKEIT Keywords: To Kill 2 Mockingbird [remous]

Pages: 248

Create a New Reading List HE\’WD -
ISBN13: 9780313291937 To Kill a Mockingbird
Book Type
Story Behind Harper Lee's To ... P
by: Giddens-White, Bryon HME: uﬁﬁu ;;llf
) ) [Z] Juvenile fiction
Pages: 56 [l Juwvenile nonfiction
1 LIKE IT
T [T Fiction
) ] [C] Award winners
Create a New Reading List = _ )
Books in series
ISBN13: 9730431081731 .
Lexile Code
Story Behind Harper Lee's To ... [7 AD (Adult Directed)
. . FIMD N A LIBRARY BUY FROM
by: Giddens-White, Bryon © Worldcar | BARNES MOBLE ] GN (Graphic Novel)
Pages: 56 [Z] HL (High-Low)

1+ ILIKET [7] 1@ (ustrated Guide)



Step 1: Quantitative Measures

Registration is required (free)
http://www.lexile.com/account/reqister/

Allows user to receive an
“estimated” Lexile score
Accommodates texts up to 1000
words in length

Texts of any length can be
evaluated using the Professional
Lexile Analyzer—educators can
upgrade to this tool for free by

reguesting access
http://www.lexile.com/account/profile/access/

For texts not in the Lexile database, consider using the Lexile Analyzer:
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/

®

About Lexile Measuras

Online Help

Step 1: What kinds of texts can be
measured

Step 2 Prepare your text for
measurement

Step 3: Type or scan your text

Step 4: Convert your text into 2
plain text file

Step 5: Analyze your text and get
results

Using the Professional Analyzer®

© 2012 MetaMetrics. Al rights reserved

Quick Book Search:

LEXILE The Lexile’ Framework for Reading Q e

Put an exact title or author in quotes (ex: "new maoon')

Using Lexile Measures Common Core Lexila Tools Lexile Training

Get a Lexile® Text Measure

You can use the our online tools to determine the estimated Lexile® measure of edited, conventional prose
text. Just follow our guidelines for preparing a text, upload it, and the Lexile measure will be displayed.

Online help and user guides

The help links to the Ieft detail how to use either the English Lexile Analyzer or Spanish Lexile Analyzer to
get an instructionally useful estimated Lexile measure. You may akso view the user guide here.

iR

About Us | Contact Us | Careers | Trademark Statement | Privacy Policy



http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/
http://www.lexile.com/account/register/
http://www.lexile.com/account/profile/access/

Step 1: Quantitative Measures

Finding a ATOS Book Level for Text: http://www.arbookfind.com/
AR

- BookFinder-

| About Us |

Help

Teacher/Librarian

s2Tuick Search Advanced Search

™~

You can e r=, topics, or titles of books. Just type what yvou
want to search forint e d above and click Go. You will then be able to sort your search
results, select book titles to add to your AR BookBag, print a list of your search results, or start a
new search.

What Books Are Students
in Grades 1—-12 Reading?

Click here to learn more about the 2011 report
that lists the top books being read by studenis.

Get inspired. ol —=dUucators
Get the latest issue now! m———

@©2010 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved.
Link AR BookFinder to your schocol's Web page



http://www.arbookfind.com/

Step 1: Quantitative Measures

AR
.BookFinder-

Home | English - Espanol | About Us | Help
Teacher/Librarian (Quick Search \ Advanced Search Collections
[ )
to kill a mockingbird
You can search for book titles based on authors, topics, or titl ust type what you
want to search for in the blank field above and click Go. You wlill th ble to sort your search
results, select book titles to add to your AR BookBag, print a list of v search results, or start a
new search.
W hat Books Are Students
in Grades 1-12 Reading?
Click here to learn more about the 2011 report
that lists the top books being read by studenis.
Extraordinary Educators Newsletter
Get the latest issue now! »
4

©2010 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved.
Link AR BookFinder to your school's Web page




Step 1: Quantitative Measures

‘R
. BookFinder-

Home | English - Espancol | About Us |

Help

Teacher/Librarian {’Quic:k sSearch \'l Advanced Search Collections

to kill a mockingbird

Search Results Titles 1 - 4 of 4 = Print

P rewvious Page 1 of 1 exk - So to Page Sort By | Relevance EI

To Kill a Mockingbird
Bernard, Catherine

AR Quiz Mo. 736896 EM Monfiction
IL: UG - BL: 8.6 - AR Ft=: 4.0
AR Quiz Types: RP

Rating: y |

Thi=s book i= an introduction to Har
MOCKINGBIRD, discussing =
itz plot, themes, characters
audiences.

Interest Lewel
Middle Grades Plus (1)
Upper Grades

Lee's famous nowvel, TO BKILL &
life, the historical context of the nowvel,
ici=m, and pertinence for today's

Fiction/ Nonfiction

To Kill a Mockingbird
Lee, Harper
AR Quiz Ng
IL: U
F ar Qu
Rating:
Two children witness the effects of racial prejudice, as their father courageouslhy
defend=s an innocent black man who has been accused of raping a white
wWormar.

In Search of Mockingbird

Ellsworth, Loretta

AR Quiz Mo. 1146808 EM Fiction

FIiL: UG - EL: 4.2 - AR Pt=s: 5.0

AR Quiz Types: RP

Rating: W

on the ewve of her sixteenth birthdayw, Erin recemves her long-dead mother's
Add to diary, which reweals that she too revered Harper Lee's T KILL A

MOCKINGBIRD and wanted to be a writer. Erin impulsively decides to wvisit the

reclhirsiveea =0t

My ste
Mor




Step 1: Quantitative Measures

For texts not in the AR Bookfinder database, consider using The ATOS Analyzer:
http.//www.renlearn.com/ar/overview/atos/ :

| Renaissance Learm'qg“

Advanced Technoloqy for Data-Driven Schools Home | Store | Products | Training Center | Customer Center | About Us | International

Search renleam com

* No registration is required
. ATOS Readability okl
(however, you must provide an

email address to receive results)
* Three methods of analysis are The Immediate ATOS Analyzer
ava | | a b I e: Measuring Readability Level is Now Even Easier!
. . The ATOS analyzer makes it easy to get an accurate and reliable measure of text complaxity instantly, Simply N
l . ATO S fo r B OO kS - fo r S u b m Ittl n g enter a !JODk urte?ctlpassage to immediately get an ATOS level. Use that information to help match students to ‘
complete text of a book | |

1f you're looking to determine the ATOS readability level of a book or document that is not in our guiz store or
AR BookFinder, you're exactly where you nead to bel Our ATOS readability analyzer makes it easy to get the

2. ATOS for Books with Estimated st
Word Count — does not require full | =i
text, just three 150-word passages

3. ATOS for Text— works well for
To get the most accurate ATOS analysis, use this option to submit the This works best for short stories, magazine and newspaper articles,

S h O rt’ fu I I _text S u b m ISS I O n S (S h 0 rt complete contents of a book. test items, and other classroom materials.
StOI’IeS, magaZIne/neWSpaper artIC|eS, etC) I have the entire book in a text file. Click here I have the desired text in a text file. Click here

‘ J Determine ATOS Level for a Book f:/ Determine ATOS Level for Text

a Inctrirctinne far analyzing 2 hanl



http://www.renlearn.com/ar/overview/atos/

Step 1: Quantitative Measures

TO KILL A

/Wockierird
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HARPER LEE

Lexile Text Measure: 870L

ATOS Book Level:

&
LEXILE

Y 4

5.6

\(vr*.-al..a-rf,._ e

Reader:
- ENGFERIPIRUISIE

In which of the text complexity bands would this novel fall?

K-1
23
45
6-8
9-10
11-CCR

= Taken from A

*The k-1 suggested Lexilerange

Kansas Common Core Standards
Quantitative Measures Ranges for
Text Complexity Grade Bands

Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

100L—- 500L* 1.0-25
450L-790L 2.0-4.0
770L-980L 3.0-5.7
955L—1155L 4.0-8.0
1080L—-1305L 4.6-10.0
1215L-1355L 4.8-12.0

‘g was not identified by the Common Core State Standards and was added by Kansas.

rated Reader and the Common Core State Standards, available at the following URL:
hitp://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R0045 7211 7GKCA6B.pdf



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mockingbirdfirst.JPG

Kansas Common Core Standards

Quantitative Measures Ranges for
Text Complexity Grade Bands

Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS?
Grade Bands Lexile? Range Book Level Range
K-1 100L — 5001t 1.0 —2.75%
2-3 450L — 790L 2.75-5.14

770L—980L 4.97—-7.03

b-8 7.00-9.98
9-10 1080L —1305L 9.67-12.01
11-CCR 12150 —-1355L 11.20-14.1

! The K-1 suggested ranges were not identified by the Common Core State Standards and were added by Kansas.
2 Lexiles—MetaMetrics <www.lexile.com/analyzer/>
3 ATOS analyzer: Renaissance Learning <www.ranlearn.com/ar/overview/atos/>



Step 1: Quantitative Measures \

Remember, however, that the quantitative measures
aspect is only the first of three “legs” of the text
complexity triangle.

Our final recommendation
may be validated, influenced,

or even over-ruled by our j
examination of éb
and the reader and

task considerations.

5\



Step 2: Qualitative Measures

Measures such as:
* Levels of meaning
* Levels of purpose
* Structure
* QOrganization
* Language conventionality
* Language clarity
* Prior knowledge demands

@
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Step 2: Qualitative Measures 4

The Qualitative Measures Rubrics
for Literary and Informational Text:

The rubric for literary text and the rubric for informational
text allow educators to evaluate the important elements of
text that are often missed by computer software that tends
to focus on more easily measured factors.

z3)
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Teat Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric

LITERARY TEXT
Text

Aushar,

/ Text Complexcity: Qualitative Measures Rubric

INFORMATIONAL TEXT




Step 2: Qualitative Measures

Because the factors for literary
texts are different from
information texts, these two
rubrics contain different content.
However, the formatting of each
document is exactly the same.

And because these factors
represent continua rather than
discrete stages or levels, numeric
values are not associated with
these rubrics. Instead, four
points along each continuum are
identified from slightly complex
to very complex.

&
=
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j Text Complexity: Gualitative Measures Rubric
LITERARY TEXT

aaaaaa Aurtar

[ QUALTATIVE | Very Complex

O Senrance Sesbene Mzin s samsa O Swmtanca Seachanr Mamy savza O Semtunca Smpchoe $imaa zns
can cen ITATCRD W NS eine CEMECUNG mmanca, ‘W e o

concec Sfvoams cr CicumeE o Soron wiarct compiu cowuct o

KROWLEDGE
DEMANDS




Step 2: Qualitative Measures 4

Questions to Consider in Planning
for Instructional Scaffolding

On the back side of each rubric is list of
springboard questions to help
educators begin thinking about the
kinds of instructional scaffolding the
text may also require.

Quesfions to Consider in Planning for Instructional Scoffolding of Literary Tex: /\
Meaning: A
* Would spanding fima helping studants to undarstand the mutfipks lyarslevals of meaning presant in fhe taxt ba appropriotad

* Wil studants know in advanca what thay ara axpectad to do with tha infarmation thay gain from reading fhis taxt {ie., simmarizs,
gathaer and apply details, analyze, symhesize, croata)?
Text Structue:

* Woald graphic argonzar or ofher oids be appropriate it making the structure of the text visiola to shudants?
* Would o partial plotiing, cast of charactars, or soma othar taxt-based aid ba appropriata in decipharing the structure of the taxt?
* Woald praviewing ond discussing the graphics inchdad with tha taxt prier to rending be appropriate?

Languoge Fevmwul

* Would o raview of figurativs, abstract,or ironic longuoge and a medaling of how that type of longuaga might ba intarprated ba
appropriated

¥ Would glessing cartain vecabulary {particulorly multiphks meaning words that axtand acros othar sbject mottar content areay, ia.
Tiar 2 words] prior fo reading be appropriate?

Knowledge Demands:
+ What background knowladge needs fo bae intreduced (or re-intreducad)| to faciltate reading success that will net supplant the

actualinfarmation goined from the reading axperancet
® What axplicit refarances and,/or allusions to othar taxts might requira additional rescurces, 'oppornnitias for sudants o axplors®

General:
# lnwhat ways might colloborative groupings of studemts during the rending process be appropriated




Step 2: Qualitative Measures 4

So...

How is the rubric used?

And how would To Kill a Mockingbird fare when
analyzed through the lens of the Literary Text Rubric?

j Text Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric
LITERARY TEXT
Taxt Tita Taxt Author,
el
[ QuAUTATIVE Shahtty Complex

i O Masaing: Cra v oy of mading,
T 13 e T RS RaTy n t

TO KILL A

ey e, & - ”
0 U f Beaphice 1§ L mnima 0 e of Soaphice 1§ g cdew 0 e of Saaphice 14 g cronpa cé /'/Io kln-blld

O Drdar 2F Brante Oesogiang umsd

© Coaventizaally. Daras onc covzia: O toaventizaglby. Compaz, cmedr © {oaventizaclly, ety @ik anc L L~ . - ————_
e s e e e v o bpeirm oy e deareent oom o it ; N R s r v~ 3
Sgurcve longucas gl S mow comee meaing PRSI ot P > s
LANGUAGE - O p Ly e M =
L e e et e . B e
S SR HAT v
= T A MDA
70 (P
v N S A
uv
KNOWLEDGE
DEMANDS

HARPER LEE


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mockingbirdfirst.JPG

/
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Step 2: Qualitative Measures 4

From examining the quantitative measures, we knew:

Quantitative Measures Ranges for

- " LeXIIe Text Measure. Text Complexity Grade Bands
/I/IockmeHd 870L LA\
B 5292

K-1 100L-500L* 1.0-25

T() KI LL A f Kansas Common Core Standards

2-3 450L—790L 2.0-4.0

770L—-980L

ATOS Book Level: 56

11-CCR 1215L-1355L 4.8-12.0

* The k-1 suggested Lexile range was not identified by the Commaon Core State Standards and was added by Kansas.

** Taken from Acceleroted Feader and the Common Core State Standards, available at the following URL:
http:/{doc.ranlearn com/KMMet/ROD5 7211 7GXC458 pdf

HARPER LEE

But after reflecting upon the qualitative measures, we believed:

/ T TERARY T TeXT) e Kansas Common Core Standards

,?j Quantitative Measures Ranges for

. Text Complexity Grade Bands
Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

K-1 100L-500L* 1.0-25
2:3 450L- 790L 2.0-4.0

4-5 770L-980L 3.0-5.7

11-CCR

* The K-1 suggested Lexile range was not identified by the Comman Core State Standards and was added by Kansas.

=+ Taken from Aceelerated Reader and the Commen Care State Standards, available at the following URL:
hittp://doc.renlaar.com/KMNat/R0045 7211 TGKC 468, pdf
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Step 2: Qualitative Measures 4

Our initial placement of To Kill a Mockingbird into a text
complexity band changed when we examined the qualitative
measures.

Remember, however, that we have
completed only the first two legs of °
. . ,\A
the text complexity triangle. S
S
S
The reader and task C
considerations still remain.

Reader and Task



Step 2: Qualitative Measures

3
4

Activity #2: Your Turn!

Using the rubric for literary text, analyze the qualitative
measures of the following title:

e “Ripe Figs” (literary text)—1030L

Discuss your results as a small group.
You will be sharing your marked rubric with the
larger group in the next activity!



Step 2: Qualitative Measures

3
4

Activity #3: Gallery Walk!

After displaying your marked rubrics for the larger
group, tour the room and review the marked rubrics of
other groups.

Place a sticky note near those rubrics that display very
similar results to your own.




Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations

.

Considerations such as:

Motivation

Knowledge and experience
Purpose for reading
Complexity of task assigned
regarding text

Complexity of questions
asked regarding text



Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations

Questions for Professional
Reflection on Reader and TaSk . Pe:f;thereaderpossesstheneoessaryattentiontoreadandcomprehendthisspedﬂc

& Wil the reader be able to remember and make connections among the varous details
presentedinthis specifictext?

[ ] L]
CO n S I d e rat I o n S ° » Doesthereader possessthe necessary critical/amalytic thinking skills to understand
[} the relationships betweenthe mainidea, purpose, andlortheme ofthetextandthe
various details used to support that mainidea, purpose, andfortheme?

& Will this s pecific text help to develop the attention, memory, and critical/analytic
thinking skills necessaryfor future reading endeavors?

L] L] L L
The questions provided in this SO
* [Doesthercader possessthe necessary inferencing skills to “read betweenthe lines”
m t t and make connedctions among elements that may not be explicitinthis specifictext?
reso u rce a re ea n O S p u r s Doesthereader possessthe necessary visualization skills to imagine what is
occurring orwhat is being described in this s pecific text?

. s [Doesthersader possessthe necessary questioning skills to challenge the ideas being
te a C h e r t h 0 u g ht a n d refl e Ct I O n presentedinthis text and consider those ideas from multiple points of view?

» Doesthereader possessthe necessary comprehension strategies to managethe

Cognitive Capabilities

material in this s pecific text?

upon the text, students, and any e e e
tasks associated with the text.

Motivation and Engagement with Taskand Text

= Willthe reader understand the purpose—which might shift over the course ofthe
reading experence—forreadingthis specifictext (i.e., skimming, studyingto retain
content, close reading faranalysis, etc.)?

* Willthereader be interested in the contentof this specifictext?

L\




Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations

Cognitive Capabilities

*+ [Doesthereader possessthe necessary attention to read and comprehend this s pecific
text?

& Wil the reader be able to rememberand make connections amaong the varous details
presentedinthis specifictext?

*  [Doesthereader possessthe necessary critical/analytic thinking skills to understand
therelationships betweenthe mainidea, purpose, andlortheme ofthetextandthe
various details used to support that mainidea, purpose, andfortheme?

+ Wil this specific text help to develop the attention, memory, and critical/analytic
thinking skills necessaryfor future reading endeav ors?

Reading Skills

*+ Doesthereader possessthe necessary inferencing skills to “read betweenthe lines”
and make connections among elements that may not be explicitinthis specifictext?

*+ Doesthereader possessthe necessary visualization skills to imagine what is
occurring orwhat is being described in this s pecific text?

*+ Doesthereader possessthe necessary questioning skills to challenge the ideas being
presentedinthis text and consider those ideas from multiple points of view?

*+ Doesthereader possessthe necessary comprehension strategies to managethe
material in this s pecific text?

+ Wil this specific text help to develop the inferencing skills, visualization skills,
guestioning skills, and comprehension strategies necessary for future reading
endeavors?

Motivation and Engagement with Task and Text

= Wil the reader understand the purpose—which might shift over the course ofthe
reading experence—forreadingthis specfictext (i.e., skimming, studyingto retain
content, close reading foranalysis, etc.)?

& Willthe reader be interested in the contentof this specifictext?

L\

The questions included here
are largely open-ended
guestions without single,
correct answers, but help
educators to think through
the implications of using a
particular text in the
classroom.



Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations

What aspects of the text will likely pose the most
challenge for my students?

* Content or theme concerns or challenges?
* Text structure challenges?

e Language feature challenges?

* Knowledge and experience demands?

* Motivation for and interest in the text?



Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations

What Common Core State Standards should | focus on when
teaching this text?

e What are natural areas of focus for this text?

* With what standards do my students need the most
practice?

Will the complexity of any before, during and after reading
tasks or the complexity of any questions asked about the
text interfere with the reading experience?

What supports do | need to provide so that all of my students
(even those who are struggling readers) can access the text?



How Should Instruction Address Text Complexity?

RA! RA! RA! Reading!

Read Along

Read Aloud Read Alone

Some scaffolding, as
needed, for decoding,
fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension

Independent,
autonomous reading

Modeling of decoding
and fluency
Heavy scaffolding for Little to no scaffolding
vocabulary and
comprehension

Awouolny juapnis

Teacher Scaffol

NS

Gradual Release of Responsibility (/ do, we do, you do)... e,\
L\




Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations

Based upon our examination of
the Reader and Task
Considerations, we have
completed the third leg of the
text complexity model and are
now ready to recommend a final 54

placement within a text A

complexity band.

A@
S
2
<
S
~



Step 4: Recommended Placement

After reflecting upon all three
legs of the text complexity
model we can make a final
recommendation of placement
within a text and begin to

54 document our thinking for
future reference.

&
Ty,
g
o
>
~




Step 4: Recommended Placement 4

TO KILL A

HARPER LE

Lexile Text Measure: 870L

ATOS Book Level: 5.6

&
S
&
§
g
g

Kansas Common Core Standards

f Quantitative Measures Ranges for

. Text Complexity Grade Bands
Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

K-1 1lo0L-s500L* 1.0-25
6-8 955L-1155L 4.0-8.0
9-10 1080L-1305L 4.6-10.0
11-CCR 1215L-1355L 4.8-12.0

* The K-1 suggested Lexile range was not identified by the Common Care State Standards and was addsd by Kansas.

+* Taken from Accelerated Reader and the Common Care Store Standards, availableat the following URL:
tp://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R045 7211 7GKC468.pdf

/ Texs Complexity: Quolitarive Measures Rubuic
LITERARY TEXT

Kansas Common Core Standards

f Quantitative Measures Ranges for

. Text Complexity Grade Bands
Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

oy

Cognitive Capabilties
. D i
text?
+ Willthereader beableto detai:
presented inthis specfictext?
. D understand

.« willth memory,
thinking skills necessary for uture reading endeavors?

Reading Skils

N4 make connections amongelementsthat may ot be expict n this specfictext?

ccurring orwhatis being d escribed i this speciic text?

presentedinthis text and consider thosedas ffom multiple points of view?

materialin this speciic text?
.« Willth skill,
questioning skill forfuture reading
endeavors?

Motivation and Engagement with Task and Text

K-1 100L-500L* 1.0-25
2-3 450L-790L 2.0-4,0
4-5 770L-980L 3.0-5.7
11-CCR = 4.8-12.0

* The K-1 suggested Lexile range was not identified by the Common Care State Standards and was addsd by Kansas.

+* Taken from Accelerated Reader and the Common Care Stote Standards, availableat the following URL:
ttp://doc.renlear.com/KMNet/RO45 7211 76KCAGE.pdf

+ Wil the reader understand the purpose—which might shiftoverthe course of the
afictext (.., ski 4

dyingto retain

content, close readingforanalysss, efc.)?

+ Willthe reader beinterested in the content fthis speafictext?
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Step 4: Recommended Placement £
p /e

Based upon all the information—all three
legs of the model—the final

TO KILL A recommendation for To Kill a Mockingbird...
;f*:‘—“";%':@:‘,%g Grade Bands
K-1
2-3
4-5
HARPER LEE 6-8

<l 9-10 D

11-CCR



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mockingbirdfirst.JPG

Step 4: Recommended Placement 4

In this instance,
Appendix B
confirms our
evaluation of the
novel. To Kill a
Mockingbird is
placed within the
grade 9-10 text
complexity band.

[ o L= g T O T = T 101
(O A To = =T T o T T 101
GOgol, NIKOIAL “"THE NOSE. ... et st emme e e enes 102
De Voltaire, F. A. M. Candlide, Or The OptmIST ... 103
Turgenev, Ivan. FAthers SN0 SONS ...ttt vt 104
Henry, O. “The Gift of the Magi . ... 104
Kafka, Franz. The MetamoOrDROSIS ...ttt 105
Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of WIrath....... e 105
Bradbury, Ray. FSAFrENAGIt 451 ...t sies s s s s ens s e s en 106
Olsen, Tillie. "] Stand Here Ironing.” . e 106

Achebe, Chinyz I : = < T

Shaara, ¥ . . e ————————SSSSSRET .
Tan, Amy. THE JOW LUCK CTIUD ..ot st 108
Alvarez, Julia. In the Time of the BUETEIFIIES ..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveer e veer e e veneseeesnens 108

ZUsak, MarcuUs. THE BoOOK TR .o et e e 109



Step 4: Recommended Placement 4

Template for Text Complexity
Analysis and Recommended
Placement Form:

The one-page template provides an
opportunity to record the thinking
involved in recommending the
placement of a specific text into a
text complexity band.

Keeping a record of such analysis and
thinking might be useful
documentation in the case that any
guestions arise in the future.

Text Complexity Analysis of

(title)

by

Recommended Comy

(author)

plexity Band:

Mieaning/Purpase: [Briafly arpiain tha lavals
fngormationa!  tart.}

of meaning {Litarary Tet] or pur

athay ares of
Considerations for Reader and Task

Triefiy descrive the text:

Quantitative Measure

Compiexity Band Level (provide range)

Lewiis or Other Quantitative Messure of the Text:

Seiow ave o o conder with respedt t the resder and ezt (e sttached
ding QUERIONS T BSEST £2T TEBCHET in NG OUT TS S8THON T NS OT MET WD

Potential Chasenges Tris Text Poses:

Mizjor Instructionsl Arems of Fomus |34 CCS Standerds] far this Text:

Differentistion/Supports for Students:




Text Complexity Analysis of
(title)
{author)

by

Recommended Complexity Band:

MesningPurpase:  [Bricly erplain the levels af meaning [Literary Tewrt| or parpose
Jfarmationa!  tert.)

Text Structure: [Bricfy describe the structure, onganization, and other foatures af
the hawt.|

langusge Festures: [Bricly desoribe the conventions and charity af the language
usad in the hewt, including the complewity of the vooobwlary and senmhencs
structures. |

Enowiedge Demands: [Sqefy desoribe the knowledoe demands the taort requings
af studaets |

Text Description

Briefly desoribe the tewt:

Quantitative Measure

Complexity Band L=vel provide ranzs=):

Lexilx or Other Qusntitatics Me=sure of the Teet:

Considerations for Reader and Task

Bl mire Snotars T CcOnSKEr wth respect to the nesder snd tesk :Eeee.—.eq_—rbd
ERing CUSCTRONS TO ROt mmch DamohEr in
[a "

ng Out This sachion #or NS ar e own

Potentis] Challenges this Text Poses:

Major Instructional Aress of Foous |3-4 OC5 Standards) for this Text:

Differentistion/Supports  for Students:

Recommended Placement
Briefly ewplsin the recommendsd placement of the tewt in & partioular grade hand.

Oiptioral  Crested Oy RIS, ST, STl | Renewed oy

M. stabe, -mil ]




Text Complexity Analysis of

To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee

Recommended Complexity Band: 3-10

Text Description

Briefly describe the text:
Tia Kill 3 Mockinghin IS & Pulitzer Prize wirming nowvel 521 in Alabama n e 19305, Fie now

expiones racial injustice, moral inegrity, and Te desTuction of Innocance

Meaning/ Purpose: (Bisfy axplain tha leyals of maaning (L2
fafprnational =)

The booi has muitipes lsvels of meaning. S8 in Alatama, e semake man charscer Sooul
Finch sruggies o understand iSsues ofrace and prejudice wWhen ner lauyer iaer osends 3
olack man acoused of FEDing 3 White wWoman

r Taud] O pupass

Text Striscture: (Brigfly desodhe the siusiws aganizaian, and ather faanwas ofthe faud )
AImough Te Sy NEs & langely Simple STUCTUE WIT @ STagNonaEd whRTng style, severa
ssues complicale fie namation and shuciue. Scouf's namation §s &5 a0 adull refiecing back
orl 3 S prvatal wears of her chiidnood; flasninaci is wsed Toughoul. And 31 seversl poinis
15eams &5 Mough T2 Namstion IS fom e point of viewof & lessHelisnle Scoul 3l in her
clidnood

Languege Festwres: (Bief)y dasoibe the conentions and clamy afthe language usadin
the 1=t including the camalaxiy af the wacahulay and samanne sruswess |

The characiers soeaEk in easily readstls comeersatonal language. Some slang i ndicative
of e Time perod i which e nowel = 581 and e is some diakec

Knowiedge Demands: (Bisfy deseibe the knowledgs damands the tead mquiss of
Sudamns |

Higner level Temes of justice, prejudice, and Civil Righits are Implisd. TRRENG &t desoer
Evels s reguined W comemplae e personal, moral, and eTical sTuggles of e CchEaces

&5 58 agams! Te cullue and society of e Tme penod

Recommended Placement

Quantitative Measure

Lexile or Other Gesntitative ©Wessore of the Text:

The ATOS smula (used Wil Tie Acookeraied Reader program) isenises Tis 1ie a5 having
a (oo ievel 0F 505, A Lengle measure sor s nowel 5 T0L. ARhough Te Lesdle and ATCS
ayals f3ll n e 4o I;IEIIE REnd COmpiesaTy :IEI"l:I_ e QoM EI{T:.'I:I"'."E o0HCS eme, e
S ofrape, and e lEngi ofF T oo would indicate TEt nigner level reading Skils ae
neCesIAry, ANg WT 3 Consideration S Te matrTy level of Tie reader reganding e
00T S SUDjEC] Maher

Briefly explsin the recommended plscement of the text in & particulsr grade band.
Aough e quaniiaiie messues sugjest placement 1 e 4550 grade level fend complenaty band, e qualisiive measues and reader and sk comsiderahons Suggest Fiat e nowvel 1S best

olaced &t e Bh{h grade complesty band. The Common Core Standants Teod Exemplars also places e novel in e 90100 gade complesaty band

Considerations for Reader and Task

Potentisl Challenges this Text Poses:

These ae o e delermmed locally Wil reieence 10 Such vanables a5 3 sludent's
moirvahon, inowiedge, and expenences 35 Well 35 purpose and Tie complesaty of e sk
assigned and e question posed. However, Tie compleigty of Tie booi's ieme, Tie Esus o
rape, and Te lenghh of T2 ook would ndicate Tiat higher level reading Siills ane necessany,
along Wit &3 Consideration for he matly level of Te reader reganding e DooE's Subject
TS NEr

Major Instructional Aress of Foows [3-4 CC5 Standerds) for this Text:
AL 9102, ALS103, RLS105 RLS107

Differentisticn/Supports for Students:
Sducaions IO "RETE 00 EcEIne e i ORRING) BEMETTS OF 1S5S S00iE and fisionca

evants of e e 305, early 505, and Ssues sumounding racial seeotyping and prejudice in
e Dee0 SouT & TS Same e penod

Crested by Julie Alkins, Chanute [KS) USD 413, sikinsii@wsddid org

Reviewed by Impm s, state msmmaedl dete|




Step 4: Recommended Placement \
LadBiB\

Activity #4: Your Turn!

As a small group...

* Begin documenting a rationale for the recommended
placement of “Ripe Figs” on the recommended
placement template.

You will be sharing your recommended placement form
with the larger group in the next activity!



Step 4: Recommended Placement \
P~

Activity #5: Discussion!

As a small group...

* How might classroom teachers make use of the
recommended placement forms?

 How might school librarians make use of the
recommended placement forms?

* How can | apply this model in the work that | do and
encourage others | work with to embrace the model
as well?

Be prepared to share your thoughts...



Additional Resources

* Text complexity bookmark

 “Beginner’s Guide to Text Complexity” from New York

City Dept. of Education

e “Staircase to Complexity” video (15 minutes):
Common Core in ELA/ Literacy: Shift 3 — Staircase of

Complexity

 Example final recommendation forms:

e The Hunger Games

* How to Steal a Dog

e The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate
* A Separate Peace

e Diamond Willow

* Extraordinary Mark Twain

Candy Bomber

Where Things Come Back
Why We Broke Up

Moon Over Manifest
Zora and Me

Q@
Q}A
a
&
K3
GA


http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-in-ela-literacy-shift-3-staircase-of-complexity/
http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-in-ela-literacy-shift-3-staircase-of-complexity/
http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-in-ela-literacy-shift-3-staircase-of-complexity/
http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-in-ela-literacy-shift-3-staircase-of-complexity/
http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-in-ela-literacy-shift-3-staircase-of-complexity/
http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-in-ela-literacy-shift-3-staircase-of-complexity/

KSDE Text Complexity Team

Matt Copeland Julie Aikins

mcopeland@ksde.org  aikinsj@usd413.org

Jackie Lakin Barbara Bahm

jlakin@ksde.org BBahm@tong464.org

Kris Shaw Beverley Buller

kshaw@ksde.org librarylady4299@sbcglobal.net
Bev Nye

bev.nye@mcpherson.com
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