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Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task (See attached guiding questions to assist each teacher in filling out this section for his or her own class): 





Potential Challenges this Text Poses:  Terminology – polyp, intricate, incredible, complex, adaptations, oases, microscopic 











Major Instructional Areas of Focus (3-4 CCS Standards) for this Text: 


K-5 (R1; R8; R9 and R10)








Differentiation/Supports for Students: 


Book includes further reading on the topic


Understanding of prey, predator, and food chains would be helpful.





Considerations for Reader and Task





Complexity Band Level (provide range): 


Grade Band: 4-5





Lexile or Other Quantitative Measure of the Text: 


Lexile: 969


ATOS: 6.4





Quantitative Measure





Optional:   Created by Barbara Bahm, KS, � HYPERLINK "mailto:bbahm@tong464.org" �bbahm@tong464.org�, 6/5/12 (name, state, e-mail, date)          Reviewed by ___________________(name, state, e-mail, date)





Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose (Informational text.) The purpose is explicitly stated.  The text is clear and concrete with a wide focus.  Discusses not only coral reefs and how they are made but the animals etc that have relationships with them.














Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of the text.)  Graphics might confuse the reader into believing this text is fiction.  Very few text features are present.  Organization is clear.











Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.) Sentences are simple and compound with some more complex construction.  Conventions are easy to understand with some complex meaning.  Some vocabulary is subject-specific (see potential challenges).














Knowledge Demands:  (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of students.) Text includes both simple and complicated, abstract ideas (food webs).  Discipline-specific content knowledge is needed even though text defines some areas of concern.





Qualitative Measures





Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band. 


While some of the vocabulary is complex or subject specific, I feel that a strong 2nd grade reader or a 3rd grade reader with subject knowledge could handle this text.  I would recommend leaving it at the 4-5 grade band though.





Recommended Placement





Briefly describe the text: Explanation of the coral cities of the sea and the mysterious plants and animals that live, hunt and hide there.





Text Description





Text Complexity Analysis of


Coral Reefs (title)


by Jason Chin (author)


Recommended Complexity Band: 4-5 grade  
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