[bookmark: _GoBack]Text Complexity Analysis of
Why We Broke Up  _________(title)
by _________(Daniel Handler and Maira Kalman (author & illust.)
Recommended Complexity Band: 9th – 12th-grade band
Briefly describe the text. Why We Broke Up is a 2012 Michael L. Printz award honor book for excellence in young adult literature. I'm telling you why we broke up, Ed. I'm writing it in this letter, the whole truth of why it happened.  Min Green and Ed Slaterton are breaking up, so Min is writing Ed a letter and giving him a box. Inside the box is why they broke up: Two bottle caps, a movie ticket, a folded note, a box of matches, a protractor, books, a toy truck, a pair of ugly earrings, a comb from a motel room, and every other item collected.
Text Description
Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task (See attached guiding questions to assist each teacher in filling out this section for his or her own class):

Potential Challenges this Text Poses:  Sophisticated themes and use of profanity make it a challenge for a high school English class.
Individual-reader challenges include the length of sentences and many allusions that the reader may not understand.

Major Instructional Areas of Focus (3-4 CCS Standards) for this Text: L.5, R. 3

Differentiation/Supports for Students: Explicit teaching of the important Tier 2 words ahead of time; Reminder to students that all of the italicized titles are made-up films and they needn’t feel inept for not recognizing them; Character diagram/tree to learn names and relationships.
Considerations for Reader and Task
Complexity Band Level (provide range):  9th – 12th grade


Lexile or Other Quantitative Measure of the Text:  980 Lexile,  5.0 ATOS
Quantitative Measure
Optional:  Reviewed by Bev Nye, bev.nye@mcpherson.com, McPherson Middle School, McPherson, KS   67460,  4/29/12
Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose (Informational text.) There are layers of meaning in almost every thread of dialogue in this book.  The clever, witty dialogue of the teenage characters contains many puns and allusions, many inside-jokes between the characters.  Much of the dialogue contains allusions to old Classic (totally created by the author) films, directors, and actors.
 
Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of the text.) The story is told in the form of a long letter Minerva Green, the main character, writes to break up with her boyfriend, Ed Slaterton.  The story is all flashback. Min retells to Ed every action & every word spoken of their 2-month relationship.  She is attaching this letter to the box of “treasures” of their time together. We readers get new clues about the development and the demise of their relationship with each object. We know very little at the beginning of the story, just that they broke up.  There is a gradual release of information. The illustrator gives us readers bright and bold, colored paintings of each object that Min is returning.
Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.)  Every page contains witty modern-teenage dialogue, including words that the characters make up for their own purposes, i.e. “tug-of-warred.”  The high school students are very intelligent, at times trying to outwit each other.  Reader cannot skim or ignore even one sentence, or an important allusion (which may disclose the plot) will be missed.  Min’s sentences are simply her stream of detailed thoughts and recollections; thus, are very long.  Film terms, such as “dailies” and “avant-garde” are used throughout the book.
Knowledge Demands:  (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of students.)  An urban student may understand the book more than a rural student.  Min and her friends go to see “indie” films at the art theatre.  The high school in the book has a big-enough enrollment where students are unfamiliar with each other’s interests.  For example, Min had never attended a basketball game until she started dating Ed.  Also, this book is suggested for 15 years and older because losing one’s virginity is a big focus of the plot. The use of alcohol is prevalent with these teenagers, especially the jock-clique.
Qualitative Measures
Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band.  The Lexile and ATOS scores of this book show quantitative levels that an average middle-school reader could handle.  In my opinion, middle-school students could not handle this book for qualitative reasons (loss of virginity, alcohol use, profanity, etc.) and also quantitative reasons (the length of sentences would be a challenge for sustaining focus).  Thus, this book is recommended for 9th – 12th grader readers.
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