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Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task (See attached guiding questions to assist each teacher in filling out this section for his or her own class):





Potential Challenges this text poses:  The historical setting and how it affects the characters should be dealt with as well as the mention of ‘hoodoo’ and ‘juju’ (the culture of the area) and the retrospective narrator.  Discussing the quote, “Just


because something’s good listenin’ doesn’t necessarily make it true…” might help readers sort out the levels of meaning.





Major Instructional Areas of Focus (3-4 CCS Standards) for this Text:


R.1 (explicit vs. inference), R.2(development of theme), R. 3 (how setting affects characters and plot)





Differentiation/Supports for Students:  A cast of characters could help.  The book


could be read aloud to a whole group or in small groups.  A map of Florida, photos of the various trees and type of housing mentioned in the text could help understanding.  There are many topics for student research in the book as well.





Considerations for Reader and Task





Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band:  While the main characters are 10, they witness an attack by an alligator which results in a man’s death, help investigate the beheading of a friendly stranger, begin to sense the unseen lines between races and why someone might cross them.  The narrator is also coming to terms with her father not returning from a job in another part of the state.  The main theme of loss of innocence and what leads to that loss puts this text in the grades 6-8 complexity band.





Recommended Placement





Optional:   Created by Beverley Buller, KS 		Reviewed by____________(name, state, e-mail, date)





Briefly describe the text:  Carrie reflects back on her childhood in Eatonville, Florida, with her best friend Zora and the many adventures which helped them come of age.  This fictionalized biography is endorsed by the Zora Neale Hurston Trust.





Text Description





Text Complexity Analysis of


ZORA AND ME 


by Victoria Bond & T.R. Simon 





Recommended Complexity Band: Grade 6-8





Complexity Band Level:   Grade 4-5








Lexile or Other Quantitative Measure of the Text:


The lexile level is 860; ATOS is 5.3


Grade Level Equivalent is 5.6





Quantitative Measure





Meaning/Purpose:  This book is a well-blended mix of several levels of meaning.  As the wise narrator realizes, Zora used her imagination to deal with situations she didn’t understand, so there is the literal and then there is Zora’s version.  The main theme of the book peeks out occasionally but reveals itself in the narrator’s musings at the end.  This book gives the reader much to ponder.





Text Structure:  With Carrie, its retrospective single first-person narrator, this text’s structure still manages to be very complex due to the subplots and shifts in time she pursues.  Some readers may not realize Carrie is looking back on her childhood until the epilogue, and even the setting must be inferred (towns such as Jacksonville and Winter Park and the flag having 44 stars).





Language Features: 


Rich and multi-layered language with well-employed use of metaphor makes the language features very complex.  Due to the historical nature and southern setting, there is some use of dialect and expressions such as “whupped” and “gator” common to the area.





Knowledge Demands:  While the reader will relate to the feelings of the characters and the tension between black and white cultures, the historic Florida setting requires the characters to experience things modern children have not.  References to “passing” (for white) and lynching require some historical knowledge.  The biographical information about Zora Neale Hurston at the end of the book is helpful.





Qualitative Measures
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