
Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose (Informational text.) The book has very complex levels of meaning as several  complicated characters struggle with internal conflicts and with finding answers to life’s deeper questions. 

Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of the text.) The text structure of the book has a very complex organization with complicated characters whose lives intersect in unexpected and unusual ways.  The use of both foreshadowing and flashback requires careful reading.

Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.) While most of the dialogue between characters is easily understandable and only moderately complex, the characters’ internal thoughts, and the author’s third person narration are very complex.  Cullen’s imaginary scenes further complicate the language demands. On a cautionary note, the characters’ dialogue includes some mild swearing.

Knowledge Demands:  (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of students.) The book’s many Bibilical allusions and references may confuse a reader with little prior knowledge, but older teens would readily identify with the coming-of-age theme. Small-town, Midwestern rural life may be unfamiliar to some.
Qualitative Measures
Briefly describe the text. Cullen Witter’s senior year of high school suddenly takes unexpected and complicated twists and turns when his younger brother disappears. Inwardly, Cullen struggles philosophically with the meaning of life and the answers to life’s difficult questions.
Text Description
Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task (See attached guiding questions to assist each teacher in filling out this section for his or her own class):

Potential Challenges this Text Poses: Issues of suicide, religious extremism, and kidnapping are present, although the author masterfully maneuvers neutrally through these issues so that the characters’ self-discoveries are revealed.  While the subject matter is sometimes dark, the mood is hopeful.

Major Instructional Areas of Focus (3-4 CCS Standards) for this Text:
CCSS R.2 (theme); R.3 (individuals and ideas); R.6 (point of view) are three possible instructional areas of focus. 

Differentiation/Supports for Students:
Students may need additional information to understand the Biblical and religious allusions and references.  The author’s website is www.johncoreywhaley.com
Considerations for Reader and Task
Complexity Band Level (provide range):  Quantitatively, this book falls in the  6-8 band, but the very complex levels of meaning and text structure, and the complicated subject matter would qualitatively place this book at a higher  (9-10) level.  Furthermore, in Kansas, this book is a 2011 Michael J. Printz Award winner, and nationally, it is a William C. Morris Debut award winner for young adult books.  


Lexile or Other Quantitative Measure of the Text:Lexile level = 960L; ATOS = 5.7
Quantitative Measure
Optional:   Created by Julie Aikins, KS; April, 2012                             Reviewed by _______________________(name, state, e-mail, date)
Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band: The complex characters who inhabit this book and the intricate intersections of their lives in unexpected and complicated ways, along with the complex structure and multiple layers of meaning, are suitable for older teens.  
Recommended Placement
Text Complexity Analysis of
Where Things Come Back
by John Corey Whaley
Recommended Complexity Band: Gr. 9 - 10
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